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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE WORLD'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Will the interim
government be truly
anti-discriminatory?

Mukitasree Clakma

s care rieligermnas forminist working
fon che wnamaens el el dghes
sewtor inteswedtinnath;

The state reform that s being
undlertaken now needs 1o ensaee
Tecagnition ol Incligenons
populations.  The  Indigenous
populations  have been involved
in likeration struggles from long
belare, whet her it was the Liberation
War of 1971 ar the hght against the
British or even before the British
empire came it exisience. They
were also a part of the movement
i authoritarianism,  For
Indigenous populations and
contribations  have  heen
1 Wee do not want o go
through such ilisati 1.
We want 1o be recognised v our
dentity and For our achievemenis,

A this critical junciure of this
counery, we neeed to ask il the 2024
st +truly pectiul ol
differences and ant b discriminatory,
or iF this is tming into a
majoritarian movement, In 2018,
wee saw that with the abolishment
of the quota system, the guata for
Indigenous populations was wholly
cancelled a5 well by the former
prime or., Them, In 2024
wie saw Lhat the 5 percent quota
reserved for ethnic minorities was
reduced o 1 percent by the court.

In abdition,  another  maer
worrving the Indigenous people i
the upsurge of viokence directed
towards — minorities e the
resignation of the former prime
minister. We  urge the student
movement 1o be cognisant of the
Insecurity Tacing minorities in the
country and provide support

One o the convenors,  Asil
Mahmud, used the words “khuedro

v
ff._.?.

their
nvisibilis
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rigoshi® when describing
imdigenous  communities,  We

eyprect oy convenars tounderstand
the politics behind  words such
as  prantik  jonogoshtl,  upofati,
tribal, and other such lerms o
describe ethnic minorities, and we
expect them to realise that the use

of such terms s not befitting of
any group that claims to anti
discrimi

‘nofher rievance  among

cthnic mi has been the
fragmentathon  in oor regional
parties  since August 5. As mam
know, 0 Chit Jss

{dana Sambati Samic) backed Hill
Women's Federation, two women
have

been Kidnapped  allesedly
ce of the armw. We
sew (] L oeach point,
repercussions of - student
politics  deserves our atention
We need o ensure that this does
not devolve into g majoritarian
merement that is not inclushe in
reality. Student politics s clearly
showing us the direction of stawe
reform, and when discussing state
reform, wiee need 1o ensure that all
grovps are represented regardless
ol their positionalities, Under me
circumstances can this be a stae
aeiny, one language, amnd

I

We expect that those who form
the interim government will respect
difference be it of gender, religion,
ethniciy, or Lainguage 1 also hope
that instead of being swaved by
popularity, the interim government
acknowledges amnd  appoings the
peaplewho have actually worked for

ent communities and brings

comeerns  Jorward. There
are many different lists curently
iing rounds on social media
Some of those people have playved
a signiticant ole in militarisation
ol hill districts. Moreover, there are
also peeple in those
actempred Lo enforce Ben;
We do not want such people. In
dew, people who cannon value
ferences should not be in the
interim government

wnather matter that [ believe
requires emphasis is freedom of
speech. In the myriad mediums for
expressing our thoughes, whether
on soclal media, a conference, or
any form of gatherings, we woukl
often engage in scll censorship. 1
expect the interim government Lo
wive us e space (o speals, show our
stories and share about our lives,
livelihoods, and experences, even i
we are in disagreement,

We saw a massive cormosion of
freedom of speech under the past
regime. Under oo cieumstances
do we want this From the interim
wonernment. A the  very  east,
wive us the plaform w speak. It is
not necessan for us o alwavs be

In agreement, nor do we accept
the interim government or any
gnernment w0 alwas  accept

our demands. We do not want
am ercsion in the opportunities
for speaking. We have seen that
It was not only the government
restricting  freedom  of  speech,
but also workplaces that required
emplovecs 0 nol post on social
media reganding certain matlers.
W o not want such monitoring
and surveillance, and we wish for

the interim government o lake
steps Lo ensure this

Lastly, | wamt  the intenm
gonvernment 10 be inclusive, so that

o has  representation,
women o thestudents,
the disabled  community, or the
Incligenonts populations.
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