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Awards:
MSS - the best Microfinance Institution

A.N.Md. Emam Hasanath, Executive Director of MSS receiving the 9th Citi Micro entrepreneurship
Awards as the best Microfinance institution 2013 from the State Minister for Finance and Planning,

M.A. Mannan, MP.

MSS received the 9th Citi Micro-
entrepreneurship Awards-2013 as the
best “Microfinance Institution”. This
award was given to MSS by Citi
Foundation on June 14, 2014. State
Minister for Finance and Planning,
M.A. Mannan gave the award to MSS

Advisors:
A.N. Md. Emam Hasanath
Md. Rezaul Karim

Editors:
Swapna Reza
Modabber Hossain Shaheen

at a function held at the Sonargaon
hotel in Dhaka. Dr. Atiur Rahman,
Governor of Bangladesh Bank was also
present at the award giving ceremony.
MSS has been working since 1974 for
the socio-economic development of
the poor and marginalized people.MSS

Manabik Shahajya Sangstha (MSS)
SEL Centre, (3rd floor)

29, West Panthapath, Dhaka-1205
Tel: +88 02 9125038, 9143100
Fax: +88 02 9113017
E-mail:manabik@bangla.net
Website: www.mssbd.org



has passed the 40 years landmark
creditably. Achieving 9th Citi
Microentrepreneurship  Awards
signifies MSS’s accountability and
obligation to the community.
This is the result of the
thoughtful, pragmatic and sound
direction of Executive and
General Committees and the
confidence and trust of the
beneficiaries on MSS and its
committed staffs. Cooperation of
government, donor agencies and
other associate organizations are
acknowledged  towards the
successful  pathway of the
organization.

MSS, through its integrated micro-
credit program, has been working
towards alleviating poverty of the
rural and urban poor especially
the women and children in 14
districts through its 93 branches
engaging 845 staffs. MSS has been
playing an effective role in poverty
alleviation and wishes to continue
its efforts vigorously for an
enriched Bangladesh.

Daycare Centers for urban
poor children

MSS has been running
Daycare centers since 1996
targeting to provide social
security, health, nutrition and
basic educational services to
the children of poor working
mothers who are considered
as the driving force of the city
life as they are engaged in
different socio-economic
activities of the city.
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Md. Rezaul Karim, Director (Finance & Accoum‘s) MSS and Dr. Md. Akheruzzaman, Euglena
representative in Bangladesh distribute high potency Euglena biscuits to the students of
MSS-NFPE schools at Karail slum in Dhaka City.

Euglena Genki program for reducing child malnutrition

In order to reduce the prevalence of malnutrition of the children in
Bangladesh, Euglena Company Limited of Japan in collaboration with MSS is
implementing the “Euglena Genki” program. Under the program, every
Non-Formal Primary Education student of MSS is receiving a packet of high
potency Euglena biscuit containing 59 vitamins everyday which they consume
during school hour. This one year program started in September, 2014 is being
implemented in Karail and Mirpur slums under Dhaka city.

Michael McGrath, Country Director, Save the Children International and A.N.Md. Emam
Hasanath, Executive Director of Manabik Shahajya Sangstha (MSS) signed partnership
agreement to implement Integrated Child Development Project under “Shishuder
Jonno’program at Save the Children Country Office, Dhaka.

Integrated Child Development Project for Urban Slum Children
MSS has been implementing an Integrated Child Development Project (ICDP)
at Rayerbazar in Dhaka since October, 2014 supported by Save the Children
under its “Shishuder Jonno” program. The project is being implemented for
the holistic development of 0-19 year children in 130 slums within
demarcated area at Rayerbazar in Dhaka North City. The goal of the project is
children learn and develop to their full potential.




Medha Bikash Udyog:

Scholarships for children of WCP members

To continue and help pursue education, each year MSS
provide scholarships to the poor but meritorious children of
the members of its Women’s Credit Program (WCP).

A total of 128 meritorious students were provided
scholarships in 2014 of which 51 were boys and 77 were
girls. In 2014 a total of Tk. 1,126,800 were provided to the
scholarship awardees at
MSS’s head office.

In this award giving
ceremony Md. Fazlul Kader,
DMD of PKSF and Md. Abdul

date, a total of 526 Matin, DGM of PKSF were

. present respectively as the
students received chief and special guests. A. N.
Tk. 3,468,000 as Md. Emam Hasanath,

scholarship. Executive Director of MSS
chaired the program.

MSS introduced
W L LEREH
Udyog in 2005. To

Md. Fazlul Kader, DMD, PKSF distributes scholarships to the poor but
meritorious students at MSS’s head office. Md. Abdul Matin, DGM,
PKSF, A.N.Md. Emam Hasanath, ED, MSS and Md. Rezaul Karim,
Director (Finance & Accounts), MSS were also present at the function.

MSS participates in development fair of PKSF

As a part of Silver Jubilee celebration, Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF) arranged an Unnayan Mela
(development fair) from October 26 to Novemberl, 2014 at
Bangabandhu International Convention Center. MSS took
two stalls to display, promote and sell micro enterprise
products of its beneficiaries.

Benarasi and Zamdani sarees, leather products, glass-beads,
gas burner, brass made screws, cane made stools, Lungi,
Salwar-kamiz, Punjabi, bed sheets, kanthas and different
types of foods were displayed in the stalls. To make publicity
of MSS’s activities a documentary, photographs, multimedia
presentation, brochures and magazines were displayed at
the fair.

This fair gave an opportunity to share the experiences and
activities of MSS with other development organizations

across the country. The products of MSS’s beneficiaries drew
attention of the visitors with many purchasing the products
of MSS beneficiaries at the fair.

MSS stall at the Unnayan Mela of PKSF.

MSS theater group stages“Jege Uthechhe Pran”
MSS theater group staged a drama “Jege Uthechhe Pran” in
the cultural program of PKSF Development Fair on October
27,2014,

The drama was based on the daily life of the slum dwellers.
The slum dwellers are deprived of their basic rights and
amenities. This drama focused on the violation of their
rights, local power structure, their influence, slum eviction
resulting in their homelessness etc.

Finally, the drama concludes showing how the NGOs stand
beside the jeopardized slum dwellers undertaking various
socio-economic development activities.

The drama was performed by MSS staffs. The performers
were Md. Selim Uddin, Asma Huda Babli, Md. Rashed Sarker,
Fazlul Haque, Fardushi Begum, Afroza Sarker, Amirunnesa
and Badsha Alamgir. The drama was written and directed by
Swapna Reza.

L

MSS theatre group performs ‘Jege Uthechhe Pran” at the cultural
program of PKSF.




Tale of two successful entrepreneurs

Hanufa - a ‘role model’ of Dorikandi village

Born in a poor family in Dorikandi village under Rupganij

upazilla of Narayanganj district, Hanufa Begum was

married off to one Sukkur Ali who used to work in a

handloom factory. As poverty gripped their family due

to financial hardship, Hanufa was thinking of doing
something to overcome this situation.

One day she along with her husband came to the local
branch office of MSS and
narrated their struggling
life to the branch manager.
After hearing everything
the branch  manager
apprised them about the
loan facilities of MSS.
Hanufa borrowed  Tk.
26,000 after becoming a
member of MSS. They
bought a handloom and

Flower farm changes the fate of Marjina
Marjina has been producing Kath beli (Arabian Jasmine)
commercially (a flower that grows unnoticed in bushes)
and nurturing this tool of beauty to décor others.
Marjina and her husband worked in a nursery at
Voktobari village under the upazilla of Rupganj,
Narayanganj district as labourer. After working there for
2 years they realized that they could run a nursery
independently based on their experience. As such they
took lease 7.5 acres of land.
Though Marjina invested her own money primarily to
start the initiative, she came to MSS in 2009 and took
loan after she became a member of MSS. For this
initiative she borrowed Tk. 750,000 till now from MSS.
This is fully an eco-friendly initiative. Cow dung, oil etc
are used in cultivating
Kathbeli. She also
cultivates Kamini, Beli
and  Almonda. She
cultivates  flowers  six
times in a year.
Forty five workers are
engaged in her farm.
Among them 42 are
female and 3 are male.
Marjina’s farm has been
able to generate
employment for 45 poor
people.

started weaving Zamdani saree. Selling Zamdani saree at
the local market they now fetch Tk. 40,000 per month.
Hanufa’s family now attained self-sufficiency. She
became a role model for others. On the advice of Hanufa
and with the loan support from MSS many people of

AN it o
Proud Marjina seen with her husband at her flower farm.

She supplies flower to wholesale flower shops at
Shahbagh. These flowers are sent outside Dhaka,
mainly to Sylhet, Chittagong and Noakhali. She sent 50
lohor (bunch of flowers) of flowers twice to Japan. It is
thus possible to export flowers to various countries
where there is a great demand of flowers.

From the earnings of this farm Marjina now owns three
cows, a house, bought household furniture and was
able to make regular savings worth Tk. 300,000. Finally,
through this initiative Marjina’s social standing has
enhanced in her locality. She can now take part in her
community decision making process and give her
opinion. Her opinions are valued.




